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Is economy only ...?
{[1590

What is economy?

All activities that bring people and societies wealth

MC
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What is economy? (Continued)

Economies involve all human activities that produce, distribute,
exchange and consume goods and services. Economic activities
bring people into relation with each other and with their
environment to forge ways of living. There are many different ways
in which people arrange livelihoods and economic systems of

interaction and interdependence

— b0
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Recognising diverse economies in my community

Reflect on the following

What did you do yesterday (from waking to sleeping)?
What kind of work was involved in each activity?

Was this activity performed with someone and/or for another person?

Which activities contributed to material or social well-being, individual or collective well-being?
How many of these activities involved paid work in a market-oriented business?

— ko0

{[l59y

Recognising diverse economies in my community

Activity Kind of work The role of others Kind of well-being T paid workin a market

ted business YES: O, NO:X

— ko0
{[L59%

Diverse economies

Diverse economies are an alternative understanding of the
economy that includes all activities that bring societies wealth
(production, reproduction, domestic work, non-profit or voluntary
organisations etc). The main idea is that economies are based on a
broad spectrum of economic activities that go far beyond the idea
that economy consists solely of private or state owned companies,
salaried work and the mainstream market.

My
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Self-presentation of the participants

Reflect on the following

+  What is your previous education and training?
+ Include not only typical, but also non-typical, informal, non-formal education.

— b0
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Self-presentation of the participants (Continued)

ity Reflect on the following

+ What is your professional and/or other forms of work experience?

+ Include not only your professional experience, but also your domestic work, your work in the community, your volunteer work, your work
in the family or with friends or relatives.

—ofb o0
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Self-presentation of the participants (Continued)

Reflect on the following

+ What is your social experience generally?
« Include any participation in formal and non-formal groups in your neighborhood, community or other social networks.
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Defining the Social Solidarity Economy (SSE): Related concepts |

The social economy includes all economic activities undertaken by Third sectoropen

enterprises, mainly co-operatives, associations and mutual societies,

which adhere to the following principles: providing members or the

community a service rather than generating profit, independent e o 5 g :

management, democratic decision-making, and priority given to ghidRcciongil t‘.el;m.'s izl Useld m;erchan%eably wwfthhsoclal

persons and work over capital in the distribution of income (Adam CHEIENIYY () R EITiYy CERETCIT [ (S W D e iin

2016). economy that is between or beyond the state sector and the

i private sector. It includes voluntary and community organisations,
charities, co-operatives, social enterprises and mutuals.

{[L59 mn

Defining the Social Solidarity Economy (SSE): Related concepts I

The solidarity economy includes all economic activities that aim at economic democratisation on the basis of citizen participation and which

involve a dual perspective:

a) economic because they attempt to create economic relations based on reciprocity while making use of resources from the market and

welfare state redistribution; and

b) political because they attempt to create autonomous public spaces and open up discussion on both means and ends (Adam 2016).

{[159 mp

ing the Social Solidarity Economy (SSE)

Social (and) Solidarity Economy

“Social (and) Solidarity Economy” is used in order to denote the synthesis between two conceptual frameworks: the social economy and
the solidarity economy. The term social and solidarity economy intends to denote an identified need for social economy practices to return
to their principles, somewhat eroded over the years. Therefore, we could identify a historical difference between the two frameworks. The
social economy seems more assimilated in the dominant framework, whereas the solidarity economy is considered more radical in
perspective.

HN
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Defining the Social Solidarity Economy (SSE): Distribution of Surplus

Only work is paid. Not the capital
There is no individual appropriation of the surplus of an economic entity.

Part of the surplus is distributed to the workers of the economic entity.
Another part of the surplus returns to the society.

— b o0
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Defining the Social Solidarity Economy (SSE): Democratic governance

Democratic governance is one of the distinctive features of social
economy enterprises. Every member has one vote. All important
decisions are made by all participants, mainly in assemblies.

— b o0

{[L59 my

Successful large scale case: Mondragon Corporation

The Mondragon Corporation was founded in 1956 in
Mondragon, Basque Country, Spain.

Today it is a global alternative enterprise that is active in
industry, finance, retail, education and research. MONDRAGON e

Mondragon has 103 co-operatives, 15 technology centres.
About 75,000 employees, total sales of 12 billion euros.

14 million euros are directed to social actions.

The main goal is to increase employment through the creation
of new co-operatives, as a part of a plan for social
transformation.

This goal has had a positive impact on the local economy.

In times of crisis, existing jobs have been largely retained due to
the group's policy of retraining and relocating workers between
co-operatives.

HM
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Successful small scale case: Non-profit Consumer Co-operative BIOS (Thessaloniki)

Founded 2011, open since 2013.

More than 400 members. Always open to new members.
Every member pais a150 euro co-operative share.

8-9 members provide paid work everyday.

Many members offer voluntary unpaid work.

All important decisions are made in the general assembly.
Every week there is an open board meeting.

Motto: “To get food in our hands”

The goal of Bios Co-op is not to make profits for its members
but to cover the basic nutritional needs of its clients and
members during these challenging times we are facing
Prices are the same for members and non-members, and any
surplus at the end of each fiscal year will be returned to
members and the local community.

— ko0

{[L59 un
Advantages of the Social Solidarity Economy (SSE)

Reflect on the following

Do you feel better when there is a competition between workers or when there is co-operation between them?

Do you feel better when one becomes rich from the work of others or when all workers can ensure the well-being of both themselves and
society?

Do you feel better when decisions are taken by one and the others obey or when people co-decide and co-create?

— ko0
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Presentation Topic 3: the seminar program

Module 1. F of Social idari (SSE)

Session 1. Introducing Social Solidarity Economy (SSE)
Seminar Presentation
+ Introduction to Social Solidarity Economy (SSE)

Authors:

Karolos-Joseph Kavoulakos

Ass. Professor, Dept. of Political Science at Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Member of UnivSSE Coop

Kostas Nikolaou

Visiting Professor of Ecology and Social Solidarity Economy at Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and President of UnivSSE Coop
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